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Preparin the
workspace

We all work best in a space that meets our needs. Art students are no exception. When
students are comfortable in their space, appropriately situated toward their work and their
neighbors, and enjoy ready access to their tools, they may be able to create more happily
and successfully. These strategies can help you provide that setting for all your students.



Setting up students
for artistic success
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The versatile slantboard

A slantboard can be more functional than a traditional tabletop surface = Y o
for a variety of student needs. It can bring the work surface closer to the
student’s vision and within physical access. It also allows paint to drip in
a more controlled manner. Work can be secured to the slantboard so it
doesn’t move and may not need to be removed until dry.

Depending on their needs, students can create work in the slanted
position or a more upright one. For those who become anxious when
seated traditionally with peers, the slantboard lets them sit elsewhere
in the classroom, possibly in a beanbag chair or lying prone on the floor.

All tools are for all students

When using adapted materials in the classroom, integrate them into
all the options available to all the students rather than setting aside
a selective set of materials for only one or a few students. When you
normalize all the art materials in this way, you reduce any stigma and
resistance to using “special tools! If you have buckets or baskets of
art materials on student tables, mix adapted and traditional tools
together. As long as the needed specialized tools are available to the
students who require them, make clear that anyone is free to try any
tool. Many students find loop scissors less fatiguing than traditional
scissors once they use them!
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Masking tape helps your workspace work

Fasten art to the table or slantboard with tape. If the tape is really sticky, de-stick it a bit by quickly pushing it onto
art apron and lifting off a few times. You want just enough stick to hold the paper in place, not to tear it.

Put one or two rolled pieces of tape under containers of paint, paint palettes, or water dishes. This keeps the
containers from sliding away as the student accesses the materials.

For students who drop art tools on the floor and then can’t reach them, tape a length of yarn to the scissors and
the table. Students with visual challenges may benefit from this strategy as well.

Some students need boundaries between their workspace and that of the students next to them. Mark off the
student’s space with masking tape, and remind them to keep their art and their hands within it.
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| A table that fits its users’ needs

The heights of tables, desks, and working spaces are often
challenging for individuals in a wheelchair. The unique leg design
of the Diversified Spaces™ Adaptable Adjustable Height Table lets
users adjust its height in under 30 seconds without tools, allowing
U it to accommodate sitting, standing, and display for users of all

> ages and abilities. Change its height on just one side, and it can
even be turned into an easel.

s S N N S

A more rewarding workspace starts here

026258 Abilitations® SlantScript™ BigBoard, Dark Blue

008266 Gymnic® Movin Sit Inflatable Wedge Seat, 15 inches, Blue
1400051 Diversified Spaces™ Adaptable Adjustable Table

423323 Sax® Triangular Table Top Easel

1577483 AlertDesk™ Pediatric Adjustable Wheelchair Desk
1595710 Abilitations® Vinyl Weighted Lap Pad, Blue

5008782 Diversified Spaces™ Adaptable Adjustable Height Table
2024602 | Abilitations® Balance Cushion, Green

2104601 Abilitations® Round Sensory Floor Tiles, Set of 4

407814 Brent® Model 16, Adaptive Pottery Wheel

Shop these and many other favorites at Select.SchoolSpecialty.com/adapted-art



https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=026258
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=008266
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=1400051
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=423323
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=1577483
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=1595710
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=5008782
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=2024602
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=2104601
https://select.schoolspecialty.com/ProductDisplay?storeId=11301&partNumber=407814
http://Select.SchoolSpecialty.com/adapted-art

Hundreds more art resources

are just one click away.

Shop as a School or Business | Shop in Canada | International | Help | 1-888-388-3224 Signn / Create Account

v‘ School

A" Specialty.
Shop Our Products Shop By Learning Model Shop By Learning Environment Shop FlagHouse [y m— Deals & Clearance Ideas & Resources
-}

i! 11 7.3‘”‘ & f -
. ArtResource Cent

View 88 Constellations and Growing Lesson Plan

Resources Contests

Training

Check back each month for new featured art lesson plans, tutorials, and webinars!
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Feelings Box Lesson Plan SELin Art: 3 Project Ideas oumal Webinar
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@ Lesson Plans

Bold Expressions
View Lesson Plan »
Watch Video »

88 Constellations and Growing
View Lesson Plan »

ENJOY OUR 2024 LESSON PLANS

Peruse our Library of Lesson Plan Brochures:
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ARTLESSON

PLANS 2024

2024 Art Lesson Plans.

Looking for even more resources? Visit our online Art Resource Center for an ever-evolving
selection of blogs, webinars, over 300 lesson plans—plus special Monthly Features like
our Student Art Contest, where a student and their teacher each win a $250 merchandise
credit every month. Find it all at Select.SchoolSpecialty.com/art-resources
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