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Darryl’s Dream  
Text copyright 2022 © by Darryl “DMC” McDaniels
Illustrator copyright 2022 © by Tristan Tait 
Random House LLC

RespondRespond  to the closing rap in Darryl’s Dream. Consider 
the courage he developed throughout the story as he 
spoke out against bullies and pursued his poetry even 
when others laughed at him. He used poems to share 
his dreams, let people see who he was inside, and 
announce his future plans. Examine the descriptive 
words he uses and how he affirms his strengths. 
Examine the beat, jazzy rhythm, and rhyming lines as 
you identify what makes this rap such a powerful poem. 
Use Darryl’s rap as inspiration to express your voice. 
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SELF-CONFIDENCE and STUDENT VOICE

ConnectConnect your dreams for the future with your interests 
and talents that make your star shine today. co
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What strengths 
do I have that I 
should nurture 
and develop?

How can I help other 
people see who I am inside?

What do I 
want to learn 
more about?

What sketches could 
illustrate my big dreams? 

Where do I want 
to live and what 
do I want to do 
in the future? 

Ask yourself:Ask yourself:

How could my curiosity and 
creativity guide my path?
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Note for teachers and parents:
For more creative inspiration and hands-on explorations go to Crayola.com/CreativityWeek
To share student artwork on social media please post using #CrayolaCreativityWeek
We can’t wait to see what they create.
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SELF-CONFIDENCE and STUDENT VOICE

PRESENTPRESENT your illustrated poem to friends 
and family. You may want to dramatize the 
presentation by using a spoon or other object 
as an imaginary microphone. If this is a rap 
with a rhythmic beat, invite the audience to 
add claps, snaps, or rap-style drumming as they 
listen to you perform. After the presentation, 
ask them if your illustrated dream poem 
helped show who you are inside and your 
vision for the future. Save this poem so you can 
look back on it to remember how special you 
are and how it helped you become your own 
self advocate!
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te CreateCreate an illustrated poem about you and your dreams. Not all poems rhyme, but rap poems 
such as Darryl’s have rhyme and rhythm. Decide how you’d like your thoughts to flow and if 
repetition, rhyme, and a verbal beat will help you express your dreams. Your illustrations can 
include small scenes or symbols that help others visualize your main ideas, and you might 
add fancy lettering to emphasize important words.

Write and Write and 
illustrate your illustrate your 
dream poem.dream poem.


